
        

             
 

 

         
          

             
               

         
      

     
     

        
 

      
 

         
           

         
           

     
        
 

 

  

            
      
         

     

Health, Humanism, and Society Scholars – Project Submission Form 

Project Title: Examining the Role of Narrative Medicine in the Care of Children with 
Complex Illness 

Project Description: 

Dr. Ruth and Dr. Mahoney are working on several educational initiatives with pediatric 
residency and fellowship trainees involving the use of narrative medicine. Narrative medicine 
practice confers a skill set to clinicians that strengthens their ability to recognize, absorb, 
interpret, and be moved by the stories of their patients. This skill set has been shown to improve 
clinician resiliency in the face of burnout, increase clinician empathy, and improve attention to 
nonverbal cues. Ongoing projects include: 

1. BCM Pediatrics residency Leadership, Advocacy and Development (LEAD) track 
narrative medicine curriculum for advocacy and resilience 

2. BCM Hospice and Palliative Medicine fellowship narrative medicine curriculum for 
increasing empathy in clinical practice 

3. BCM Oncology Advanced Practice Provider narrative medicine curricula for 
professional identity formation 

4. Patient Narrative Project to assess the perceived value of including patient/parental 
narrative of the child’s life and illness in the EMR and at the bedside 

Students will be asked to contribute to a variety of tasks involved in translating educational 
activities into research projects. These may include literature reviews, contributing to drafting of 
IRB research proposals, participation in consenting and enrolling individuals in IRB-approved 
projects, and (when applicable based on training and expertise) contribute to qualitative data 
analysis. 

Institution and Location: Texas Children’s Hospital 

Project timeframe (2 semesters is standard, 1 semester options also): 2 semesters 

Prerequisite training: Students with a focus in medical humanities, pre-medical studies, adult 
education, or scientific writing/health communication would likely find this opportunity 
beneficial and interesting. Students should be enthusiastic, organized, self-motivated, adaptable, 
professional, and have strong writing skills. 



 
           

         
      
      

 

       

              
         
          

    

           
            

         
         

Knowledge and skills student can expect to gain: Students will learn about the practice of 
narrative medicine, the process of ongoing medical education, translation of educational 
activities into academic scholarship, searching and summarizing both peer-reviewed medical 
literature and humanities literature, and potentially experience analyzing and coding qualitative 
data. 

Expectations of student (Rice University requirements are listed): 

• The student must devote 8 hours per week to the project (consistent with a 3-credit 
course) and will develop a timeline of activities in collaboration with supervisor(s). The 
student will meet at least monthly with the faculty supervisor(s) to evaluate progress. 

Expectations of PIs/project sponsors: 

• The projects should be designed with the academic rigor of Rice University in mind, and 
abide by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Fair Labor Standards Act for unpaid internships. 
Mid-semester and final supervisor evaluations will be submitted to evaluate student’s 
professional progress. Complete details found here: Project Sponsor Eligibility. 


